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was shot down, February 11, 1965, and
the other is this picture right here.
This is the first time that he had an
opportunity to see his wife and his son
Grant, who was about 8 years and 3
months at the time, I think. When he
had been shot down, his son Grant was
only about 3 months old. This is the
picture of them being reunited.

I know it is not the best picture for
people to be able to view. But in 1973,
the styles were a little bit different. So
after the release, Bob Shumaker called
his wife, Lorraine, and wanted to make
sure that she dressed in the fashion of
1965. You can’t see the go-go boots, but
you can see the miniskirt. And that
was how he had remembered her, and
that is how he wanted to see her when
he got off that plane.

Mr. Speaker, 8 years and a day for
Bob Shumaker; 7 years plus for SAM
JOHNSON; b% years for JOHN MCCAIN.
Incredible stories. Torture.

I can tell you that some of America’s
finest servicemen tried to take their
own lives because they thought they
let their country down when they gave
information to the Vietnamese. But
they were pulled up by their comrades,
by the men who were next to them in
these cells.

There are a couple of others whom I
think are particularly interesting, Mr.
Speaker.

Everett Alvarez actually was the
first American POW. He was a U.S.
Navy commander and was held in cap-
tivity for 8% years.

Douglas Hegdahl was really a unique
case. Most of the POWs were aviators,
whether they were flying for the
United States Air Force or the United
States Navy. Doug Hegdahl was a guy
who was in the Navy but happened to
be on a ship. He came up and happened
to be standing on the deck. The ship
zigged when he thought it would zag,
and over the side he went. When he was
picked up by the Vietnamese in civil-
ian clothes, they thought he was a
member of the Central Intelligence
Agency. They put him in the Hoa Lo
Prison, and he started to just get
along.

One of the things with that tap code
that they tried to do each and every
day was they would communicate who
was newly in the prison. And when you
think about trying to memorize the
names of all the POWs—because if, for
some reason, somebody were to be re-
leased or to escape, they wanted to
make sure that the United States had
the opportunity to know exactly who
was in captivity. It was absolutely crit-
ical for them, critical for their families
to be able to know that they were still
alive.

Well, there were a couple of folks,
Mr. Speaker, who were released early. 1
would say that was not necessarily the
tack that many of the other POWs
would have taken. Doug Hegdahl did
not want to be released but was or-
dered to go because he had a photo-
graphic memory and knew every single
POW, knew their hometown, their
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phone number. When he got back to
the United States, he took his time to
go to all of these places to visit the
families of the POWs, to let them know
that their son, that their husband, that
their brother was still alive. He had
memorized their addresses and phone
numbers. He is really a remarkable
man.

Bud Day, Mr. Speaker, another pilot
that was shot down, sustained signifi-
cant injuries while flying his F-100F.
JOHN MCCAIN credits him for really
saving his life. While in captivity, he
was in really tough shape. Bud Day was
awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor, as was Jim Stockdale.

Each and every one of these men—
certainly the Alcatraz 11—were highly
decorated for their efforts. But I think
the thing that was most important to
them was being able to return home
with honor.

We look at today, Mr. Speaker—Feb-
ruary 12, 2015—as a celebration hon-
oring the legacy that these American
fighting men have given us all, an in-
credible faith and a dedication to make
sure that each and every one of them
was going to return with honor.

There was a ceremony that happened
on February 12 as they were discharged
and marched out of the Hoa Lo Prison.
They were determined to march in
rank, as an American fighting force,
and then were discharged one by one.
The first one shot down would be the
first one released. So that was Everett
Alvarez. The second one was Bob
Shumaker.

They didn’t believe that this day had
finally come. They saw that C-141 come
into Hanoi and really didn’t start the
real celebration until the 141 had lifted
off of that tarmac and the first group
of American POWs were on their way
home.

Mr. Speaker, I am in awe every time
I read stories of these men who did in-
credible things to endure and to over-
come. It is an honor to be able to serve
with one in this body, but it is also an
honor to be able to stand here today on
the day of Operation Homecoming and
its 42nd anniversary and to say that
America will never forget, America
will always remember, that we stood
by you then, and we look to stand by
all of our men and women in uniform.
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We are in the midst of a conflict
right now in the midst of a war on ter-
ror. We must make sure that we give
our men and women that we have
asked to go out and defend us the tools
necessary to protect our country and
to do the job that we have asked them
to do. I hope, Madam Speaker, that no
one has to endure what these men en-
dured in Hanoi.

I want to thank my colleagues who
join me here today, but I also wanted
to take this opportunity for those that
may be tuning in to let the POWs from
the Vietnam conflict know how much
they mean not only to me, but to our
country. We thank you, and we love
you.
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Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

HONORING THE NAACP

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MiM1 WALTERS of California). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for
30 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I would like to thank the gen-
tleman for the recitation. It was very
touching, very moving, and I just want
to commend him for keeping the mem-
ory alive. Thank you so much.

Madam Speaker, I am honored to-
night to thank the leadership and to
thank the Members of Congress who
have been supportive of this resolution
that we bring to the floor for a discus-
sion. This is a resolution that honors
the NAACP.

This resolution is not new to the
Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica because, in 2006, it actually passed
the House of Representatives by a
voice vote and then, in 2007, it passed
the House of Representatives by a vote
of 410-0; in 2008, 403-0; 2009, 424-0; and
2010, 421-0.

I thank the leadership and the Mem-
bers of this body for the support it has
shown to the NAACP with the passage
of this resolution through the years.

I am honored to be a member of the
NAACP. I take great pride in my mem-
bership. I have a life membership in the
NAACP. I have been fortunate enough
to serve on the board of the Houston
branch of the NAACP. I served for
nearly a decade as president of the
Houston branch of the NAACP, and I
have been the beneficiary of the
NAACP’s works. The NAACP has made
America the beautiful a more beautiful
America.

Tonight, Madam Speaker, I would
like to continue this discussion of the
NAACP. I would like to say just a few
words first about the founding of the
NAACP. It was founded on this day 106
years ago—106 years ago—when ap-
proximately 60 people answered what
was called the call.

It was a clarion call for persons to
come together to talk about and dis-
cuss a means by which lynching could
be dealt with. Of the 60 people, about
seven were African Americans. The
NAACP is not now and never has been
an organization that has been sup-
ported by only African Americans or
what some might call a Black organi-
zation. It has always been an inte-
grated organization.

After having been founded in 1909,
February 12, 106 years ago, the NAACP
did embark upon a campaign to end
lynching in the United States of Amer-
ica, a sad chapter in our history, but
one that we must never forget because
we never want to see these things hap-
pen again.

As things are doing well now in this
area of lynching—we don’t have
lynchings in the United States of
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America, generally speaking, we under-
stand the adage—the premise—that if
you don’t remember your history,
there is a possibility that it can be re-
peated.

For this reason, we talk about these
things. They are a sad chapter in our
history, but it is a chapter that we dare
not forget. The NAACP, in embarking
on this campaign to end lynching, pub-
lished a publication in 1919 that was
styled ‘30 Years of Lynching in the
United States.”

It is interesting to note that lynch-
ing was so prevalent in the United
States that the great Billie Holiday—
the great Billie Holiday—sang a song,
she was known for this song, styled
“Strange Fruit.”

This was a song that she could only
sing in certain places because this was
one of the first songs that dealt with
the protest movement around this no-
tion of civil rights and human rights
for African Americans. This song was
first presented in New York at a night-
club, the Cafe Society.

When she first presented the song,
she had much fear and much consterna-
tion because she wasn’t sure how it
would be received. After she finished
singing the song, there was a silence.
For a moment, she thought that it
would not be well received.

Then one person, as is the case with
many movements, one person started
to applaud and, after that, one person,
then another and another. Then she re-
ceived a very loud ovation for this
song.

I am going to share the words to the
song with us tonight because this song
is probably one of her signature songs,
but it is also a song that predated ‘“We
Shall Overcome,” which was a part of
the civil rights movement, the contem-
porary civil rights movement.

These are the words to the song, and
you will have some appreciation for
why I am mentioning it to you. The
words are:

Southern trees bear a strange fruit,

Blood on the leaves and blood at the root,

Black bodies swinging in the Southern
breeze,

Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees.

Of course, we know that this song is
referring to the lynchings that were
taking place. In fact, between 1882 and
1968, according to Tuskegee Institute,
there were 3,446 African Americans
lynched in the United States of Amer-
ica—a sad chapter in our history.

This is why the NAACP came into
being. In part, it was established to en-
sure political, educational, social, and
economic equality for all persons—for
all persons—not just African Ameri-
cans, not just Blacks, not just as we
were known at that time, Negroes, but
for all persons; and it was established
as well to eliminate racial hatred and
racial discrimination—all noble chal-
lenges and challenges that we would
easily embrace today.

At that time, when the NAACP was
founded, because of lynchings that
were taking place and because of a de-
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sire to make sure that all persons were
treated fairly and equally, it was a dif-
ficult thing to do.

The NAACP, I am proud to say, has a
history of being on the right side of
right. It is consistently on the right
side of right. The NAACP was on the
right side of right in 1948 and 1953 when
it filed and won the lawsuits Shelley v.
Kraemer and Barrows v. Jackson.
These lawsuits dealt with restrictive
covenants.

There was a time in this country
when persons could restrict the sale of
property to people simply because of
who they were, the hue of their skin,
restrict the sale of property to people
because of the way they looked.

These two lawsuits were taken to the
Supreme Court of the United States of
America and were won. If the truth be
told, we sleep where we sleep and we
live where we live because of the
NAACP, because the NAACP was on
the right side of right.

What is interesting about this propo-
sition of being on the right side of
right, Madam Speaker, is the notion
that when you are what I call—what
some others would call a Monday
morning quarterback, but what I call a
hindsight quarterback—a hindsight
quarterback, that is my phrase—when
you are a hindsight quarterback, it is
easy to be on the right side of right be-
cause others have had to suffer the
slings and arrows associated with being
on the right side of right at the right
time, in the right place, in the right
space. The NAACP has dared to be on
the right side of right when it was very
difficult to be there.

In 1948 and 1953, when Shelley V.
Kraemer and Barrows v. Jackson were
litigated, it was not easy to be on the
right side of right, to talk about inte-
grating neighborhoods, to talk about
selling property to anybody if they
could pay the price of the cost of the
property.

Being on the right side of right
means something in the country that
we know and love. It means something
in a country that stands for the propo-
sition of liberty and justice for all, a
country that stands for the notion that
government should be of the people, by
the people, and for the people.

It means something to be on the
right side of right; hence it means
something to have an organization like
the NAACP that will step forward
using litigation when necessary, pro-
tests when needed, but always a peace-
ful means to a just end. The NAACP
has been there and has always been
consistently on the right side of right.

The NAACP was on the right side of
right in 1954 when it won the lawsuit
Brown v. Board of Education. I would
daresay that we eat where we eat be-
cause of the NAACP and we go to the
schools that we go to because of the
NAACP.

The NAACP took that lawsuit to the
Supreme Court under the leadership of
the Honorable Thurgood Marshall with
the aid and assistance of the honorable
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Charles Hamilton Houston and won
that lawsuit, placing the NAACP again
on the right side of right, overturning
decades of injustice with one single
lawsuit. The NAACP made a difference
in the lives of all Americans.

The truth be told, if we did not have
the NAACP, we would have to create it
because you need an organization like
the NAACP. You need an organization
that is willing to take a bold stand in
difficult times, an organization that
understands that it is not easy to be on
the right side of right, but that under-
stands also that a great country has to
move forward, and to do so, it must be
on the right side of right.

Let me pause for just a moment be-
cause we have had a great sage come
into the Chamber tonight. He is, of
course, the sage from New York. We
know him as the Honorable CHARLIE
RANGEL.

I know him as a friend to all of hu-
manity, a person who has consistently
been on the right side of right, a person
who speaks with clarity, with force,
sincerity, and he actually calls them as
he sees them, without any fear and
without any belief that there are con-
sequences that can be of great harm to
him, such that he should not speak
truth to power.

Tonight, I am honored to ask my
dear friend if he would join me and give
his commentary on the NAACP.

I will now yield to the gentleman
from New York City, the Honorable
CHARLES RANGEL.

(Mr. RANGEL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RANGEL. Let me thank my
friend and colleague for giving me an
opportunity to thank an organization
that, unfortunately, so many Ameri-
cans, Black and White, have taken for
granted.

Earlier today, I was sitting on the
floor next to one of my Republican
friends from the South, and we were
talking about Selma. He had recently
seen the motion picture, and he was
shocked that something like this could
have happened.

Me being an oldtimer, I was surprised
that he did not know that those things
had gone on, but it was the graphics in
the motion picture and the change in
attitude that people have.
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And it reminded me that this hap-
pened in my lifetime, to see somebody
from the same culture, the same back-
ground, now seeing things obscene that
should never happen in our great coun-
try.

Now, if people could have stood up 60
years ago and subjected themselves as
some people did in Selma and put their
life on the line in the early sixties, as
JOHN LEWIS and so many others did—
because I would like to remind every-
body I did the march too, but it was
after Bloody Sunday. I was not think-
ing about putting my life on the line.
And putting my feet on the line for 54
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miles was an ordeal for me, because I
didn’t fully understand the concept and
the threat to human life that was tak-
ing place in the sixties.

Imagine what it was when the
NAACP was formed. Imagine the
threat that Blacks and Whites had
formed this organization to bring us
together during the time that slavery
had just been over and this organiza-
tion has continued. I cannot begin to
tell you, Congressman, at my age, the
number of civil rights organizations
and political organizations and reli-
gious organizations that I have worked
through in my lifetime.

But no matter what the internal de-
bate is, no matter what state our Na-
tion is in, the NAACP has managed,
during very rough economic times and
hard political times, to keep going step
by step and never falling back. And
when the whole country and parts of
the world were rejoicing over the Vot-
ing Rights Act and the Civil Rights
Act—and we see what recently hap-
pened to the Supreme Court. Why was
nobody surprised that, once again, in
front of the Supreme Court, organizing
the entire Nation to do the right thing
was the National Association of Col-
ored People?

And so I just wish that, without so-
licitation, we can find some way to
thank those faceless people who never
get their names and pictures in the
newspaper, go out to the meeting, ac-
tive in voter registration, and when-
ever anybody in any community wants
to go there for a rally, the first thing
they do is call the local branch of the
NAACP to make certain that someone
would show up. Because the NAACP
doesn’t do these things for press con-
ferences. They don’t do it because they
want their names in the newspaper.
They have too much credibility and
have done too much work and have suf-
fered too much to risk their reputation
for something like that.

So I am so grateful and appreciative
that you would focus in the well of the
Congress, and certainly we all admit
that notwithstanding what Dr. Martin
Luther King and so many others that
we don’t know their names have done
to bring some sense of equality in our
great Nation, that the NAACP was
there 100 years ago doing the same
thing and then hoping and praying that
they can improve the quality of life for
all of us. And guess what? They are
still doing it.

Thank you for your commitment.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Thank you
very much, Mr. RANGEL, for your very
eloquent recitation. Once again, you
have risen, you have stepped up to the
plate, and we are most appreciative
that you took a moment to come over
and be with us. Thank you very much.

If I may now, we have another Mem-
ber of the Congress with us from the
18th Congressional District in the
State of Texas. She is a voice for the
voiceless, a very powerful voice, not
only in Congress, but across the length
and breadth of the country when it
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comes to human rights, human dignity,
and human decency.

I am honored to have my colleague
with me tonight, the Honorable SHEILA
JACKSON LEE, who is adjacent to me,
the Ninth Congressional District in
Houston, Texas. The Honorable SHEILA
JACKSON LEE.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Congressman,
thank you so very much. And, again,
my greatest appreciation for your an-
nual tribute to the NAACP. We are re-
minded of its great history. You are
the carrier of this dream and this cele-
bration. We are appreciative that you
have come to this Congress and done
many things, but you brought us to a
moment every year to be able to honor
this storied organization 106 years old.
So let me thank my good friend Con-
gressman GREEN, my next-door neigh-
bor in Houston, and a friend of many of
the same friends.

We know the work of the NAACP
local chapter in Houston, Texas. Now,
the leading President is, as I call him,
Dean James Douglas. Many presidents
before, of course, have ably served our
local chapter, but we come today to ac-
knowledge the grandness of the
NAACP. And as my colleague, Con-
gressman RANGEL, just mentioned, it is
an organization that is everywhere in
all ways.

It is well to note that many of the
successes that we have had in freedom,
justice, and liberty have come about
through the NAACP. President Truman
was the first President in 1948 to speak
to the NAACP. But it was not just an
oration, if you will. The NAACP seeks
to work, collaborate, and get things
done. It was that close relationship
with President Truman that generated
a commission that in the late 1940s,
after World War II, where soldiers came
home to a second-class citizenship.

Soldiers who left the hills and valleys
of America, the farms, and the urban
centers of America, African Americans,
colored boys, who went into World War
II came out as a second-class citizen.
You will hear stories of soldiers coming
back home being forced off trains or in
the back of the train or the back of the
bus, not being offered food at a train
station, even with the uniform on.

So heroes that had fought in the war
and managed to survive and come
home still came to a segregated Amer-
ica. It was in that backdrop that Presi-
dent Truman spoke to the NAACP, and
they called for a commission to address
the question of civil rights in America.
Out of that came the—because it was
in the realm of World War II, out of
that came an important announcement
that really, I think, was the prede-
cessor to desegregating America. That,
of course, was the executive order that
desegregated the United States mili-
tary. That is the clout of the NAACP.

Through the years—through the
yvears—the NAACP certainly has a long
history, starting in its early birth. But
I want to carry it forward into the
1950s and into the utilization of
Thurgood Marshall. Now it is called
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the NAACP Legal Defense Fund that
separated it out, but it was these law-
yers of the NAACP that rose to defend
those in the civil rights movement who
were the foot soldiers and the actors of
the civil rights movement, meaning
acting on the issue, the activists. And
they had the cerebral opportunity, if
you will, the cerebral leaders, the law-
yers, that came together to provide
them the legal armor that they needed.
Certainly we know that Thurgood Mar-
shall had a very fond expression and
appreciation for the NAACP.

So we come through these years in
the 1950s and the 1960s. And the kind of
continued support that the NAACP
provided in lasting and embracing—
lasting and embracing—so it embraced
the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, which I had the privilege
of working for. It embraced various
other organizations. It embraced the
various faiths in our community, and
it embraced any organization that was
moving toward justice, as Dr. King
said, bending that arc toward justice.
The NAACP was there with its many
chapters, and it was there with pro-
viding the education of so many of
these individuals that were, in fact, I
call them, foot soldiers in every hamlet
of America.

Now we come, if I may cite him, in
the civil rights movement, again join-
ing with those marching across the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge, being a mighty
vehicle, if I might, a lobbyist. I under-
stand Congressman Clarence Mitchell
was called the 101st Senator. He was a
lobbyist for the NAACP. He was on the
cutting edge of every single civil rights
legislation for a period of, I believe, 40
years. I may be exaggerating the time-
frame, but he was there for the 64 Civil
Rights Act, there for the ’65 Voting
Rights Act. Clarence Mitchell of the
NAACP was an advocate, not a lob-
byist, on behalf of the NAACP, and met
and stood, if you will, to debate not on
the floor of the Senate with the Strom
Thurmonds and others who had a dif-
ferent opinion about desegregation of
this country.

Let me take note of the fact that
today I had the privilege of seeing an
unveiling of a stamp in honor of Robert
Robinson Taylor, the great-grandfather
of Valerie Jarrett. And what I would
say is that even his success in the
backdrop of being the first graduate of
MIT, African American graduate, you
can be assured that the NAACP was
moving along to add to the civil rights
aspect of the great outstanding success
and leadership that this gentleman,
Mr. Taylor, has shown.

So the NAACP has been there to
make a pathway. The NAACP has been
there to embrace. The NAACP has been
there to collaborate. The NAACP has
been there to stand with you when you
need them to stand with you.

I close by indicating that we have
had a challenging year of addressing
issues of criminal justice reform, and I
am very grateful that the NAACP has
also taken up this issue and will be a
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partner on this issue of criminal jus-
tice reform, working with many of us
as we commit to America—not just Af-
rican Americans—that we will answer
the question dealing with justice,
equality, and liberty.

I pay tribute, finally, Mr. GREEN, to
the leader of ACT-SO, who lost her life,
in the local chapter of the NAACP. I
want to honor her and thank her for
the years that I knew her and her serv-
ice to young people in the ACT-SO pro-
gram in Houston, Texas. To her family,
I want to thank her so much for the
work that she did and the lives that
she touched.

That is the NAACP. Tonight, I say,
“I am the NAACP.” Congratulations
for 106 years.

Thank you, Mr. GREEN, for yielding.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Thank you
very much. I applaud you for your very
kind words about the NAACP, and I
also compliment you for giving us ad-
ditional examples of the NAACP being
on the right side of right—the right
side of right.

With the history that it has for being
on the right side of right, one can
imagine 100 years from now, when
someone looks through the vista of
time back upon this time, when the
NAACP is the champion right now for
voting rights, who will be on the right
side of right when we look back?

I think that is important for us to
consider because we never want to be
on the wrong side of history, but we are
in a situation right now where it will
take some courage for some people to
be on the right side of right as we tack-
le this question of voting rights, voting
rights that have been diminished by
the evisceration of section 4 of the Vot-
ing Rights Act, which emasculated sec-
tion 5 of the Voting Rights Act, which
means that there is no coverage. We
have to now find a way to reinstate
section 4 of the Voting Rights Act.

Who will be on the right side of
right? Who will be with the NAACP?
When we look back 100 years from now
and we examine these circumstances
and we understand that it was not easy
to be on the right side of right, who
will be there so that we can accom-
plish, again, what the NAACP has
fought for for many decades in this
country?

I thank you, again, Madam Speaker.
I thank the leadership for this oppor-
tunity. Our time has expired, but our
energies are still with us, and we will
continue to be a part of this great au-
gust organization known as the
NAACP, as it continues to be on the
right side of right.

I yield back the balance of my time.

——————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF THE
MEN OF THE VIETNAM WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from California (Mr.
DENHAM) for 30 minutes.

Mr. DENHAM. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.
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Forty years ago today, the first
flight carrying U.S. prisoners of war
out of North Vietnam lifted off from
Hanoi to take the first 40 U.S. service-
men to freedom.

These men, some of whom had been
held for 8 years in a brutal captivity,
were just a small cohort of more than
683 Americans known to have been held
in North Vietnamese prisons and the
first of 591 POWs returned to American
soil after the Paris Peace Accords
through Operation Homecoming.
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Sadly, 92 Americans died in cap-
tivity, and to this day, more than 1,000
Americans who served in Indochina
during the Vietnam war era are still
unaccounted for.

Today, we are here to honor both the
men who survived and those who never
returned. Their extraordinary courage,
endurance, and sacrifice should be an
example for everyone in this Chamber
and across the country.

I would, in particular, like to recall
the service of my good friend Senator
JOHN MCcCAIN and of our colleague here
in the House, SAM JOHNSON, who spent
nearly 7 years as a prisoner of war—
many of them locked in solitary con-
finement.

The treatment that Congressman
SAM JOHNSON and Senator MCCAIN
faced inside the prisons was designed to
break those held. To force them to give
military information or to serve as
propaganda tools for the North Viet-
namese regime, physical and emotional
torture were used to compel coopera-
tion. The denial of food and sleep depri-
vation were regular, beatings with bars
and whips were common, and the bind-
ing of POWs with ropes and then dis-
locating their arms and legs was a fa-
vorite tactic.

The names of the places that they
were held have entered the lexicon—
the Hanoi Hilton, the Alcatraz, and the
Dogpatch—all names that conjure up
images of cramped cells, isolation,
filth, and savage pain.

Madam Speaker, it is worth remem-
bering that the North Vietnamese, in
order to justify their treatment of the
American captives, declared all of their
prisoners to be war criminals and de-
nied them all protections of the Geneva
Convention.

What is most remarkable is these
men never broke. They kept faith with
their country and with each other de-
spite the extraordinary costs to them-
selves.

When asked what kept them going,
many responded their faith in God and
their fellow prisoners. Commander
Paul Galanti stated:

What held me together was faith—four of
’em: faith in God, faith in my fellow POWs—
many of whom I'd never met, although I felt
closer to them than my own family—faith in
my fellow military forces and leaders whom
I knew wouldn’t let us down, and, finally,
faith in the USA.

Madam Speaker, these stories and
the others shared by my colleagues
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here tonight should remind us of the
terrible price paid by those who serve
our country and of the debt we owe to
each of them. We must also continue to
make every effort to recover the 1,636
missing in action from the Vietnam
war.

I would like to thank Mr. DoLD for
speaking earlier tonight on this topic.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. PEARCE (at the request of Mr.
McCARTHY) for today and the balance
of the week on account of a family
medical emergency.

Mr. HONDA (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for the afternoon of today until
February 13 on account of official busi-
ness.

Mr. SWALWELL of California (at the
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today start-
ing at 1:30 p.m. and the balance of the
week on account of traveling with the
President and participating in a forum
on cybersecurity.

————

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

AMENDMENT TO THE RULES OF THE COMMITTEE
ON AGRICULTURE FOR THE 114TH CONGRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,
Washington, DC, February 12, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I am pleased to submit
for printing in the Congressional Record,
pursuant to Rule XI, clause 2(a) of the Rules
of the House, a copy of the Rules of the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, which were adopted
at the organizational meeting of the Com-
mittee on January 22, 2015, and revised at the
business meeting of the Committee today,
February 12, 2015.

Appendix A of the Committee Rules will
include excerpts from the Rules of the House
relevant to the operation of the Committee.
Appendix B will include relevant excerpts
from the Congressional Budget Act of 1974.
In the interests of minimizing printing costs,
Appendices A and B are omitted from this
submission.

Sincerely,
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY,
Chairman.
(As adopted January 22, 2015, and revised
February 12, 2015)

RULE I.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) Applicability of House Rules.—(1) The
Rules of the House shall govern the proce-
dure of the Committee and its subcommit-
tees, and the Rules of the Committee on Ag-
riculture so far as applicable shall be inter-
preted in accordance with the Rules of the
House, except that a motion to recess from
day to day, and a motion to dispense with
the first reading (in full) of a bill or resolu-
tion, if printed copies are available, are non-
debatable privileged motions in the Com-
mittee and its subcommittees. (See Appendix
A for the applicable Rules of the U.S. House
of Representatives.)

(2) As provided in clause 1(a)(2) of House
Rule XI, each Subcommittee is part of the
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